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World Fish Migration Day  
World Fish Migration Day on the 21st May, was celebrated by 
Natural Resources Wales, the Welsh Dee Trust and the North 
Wales Wildlife Trust at Chester Weir.  The day was well 
attended with over 50 people dropping in to talk about the 
work that’s happening on the ground in North Wales to 
improve access for fish to spawning areas and their 
habitat.  It was an opportunity for people to see the Chester 
trap and the monitoring work that is ongoing on the River 
Dee; and talk about the issues with invasive species and what 
can be done to identify and help reduce them on our 
catchments.  Thanks to all who were involved and all those 
who came to make it a successful celebration of the day. 
 
 

Bala WFD fisheries investigation 
This year 55 salmon smolts were caught and tagged 
as part of the ongoing WFD investigative work 
around Bala Sluice gates.  These fish were tagged 
with small acoustic tags and released back into the 
river to monitor movements and delays around the 
Bala Sluices and associated structures.  All the data 
has been collected and will be assessed and 
reported by an external consultant later in 2016. 

 
An acoustic camera (ARIS) and video cameras have also been installed around the sluice gates to monitor 
upstream migration of adult salmon to look at any potential impacts associated with the sluices. The acoustic 
camera was trialled from September to November (2015) and operated very successfully, capturing the 
upstream passage of fish.  The cameras will allow species apportionment and will also gather evidence of fish 
behaviour around the sluices.  The image above is taken from the ARIS last year and shows an approximately 
18lb fish passing through the fish pass (red circle highlighting fish). 
 
 
Know Your River – Salmon & Sea Trout Catchment Summaries 
The Know Your River (KYR) documents have been forwarded to the Local Fishery Group (LFG) members for 
review. The documents will now contain more information regarding planned works on your catchment. They 
will continue to cover juvenile catches, rod catch, catch and release levels, and conservation limits. If you 
would like to review a draft copy or have any comments please contact – 
robert.evans@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk. 
 
 
 

World Fish Migration Day – Chester trap 

Circled fish passing the ARIS beam 

mailto:robert.evans@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk


Fisheries bulletin 

  

 

 
www.naturalresourceswales.gov.uk Page 2 of 3 

Afon Hafhesp Mitigation Work 
Recently as part of the Dee Mitigation Project a scheme 
was completed on the Afon Hafhesp. This project was 
chosen as a recent change in land use was putting 
added pressure on the river due to the increase in 
livestock numbers. A pair of salmon were observed 
spawning in the stream last winter and we hope this 
work will improve the number of smolts produced in 
this tributary. 
 
The landowner has also stopped abstracting water for 
farm use due to the construction of a hydro scheme. 
This additional flow will be beneficial for juvenile 
salmonids on this tributary which suffers during low 
flows. 

 
Fish removals due to in-river works 
Fisheries staff, with assistance from the analysis and reporting team, have 
carried out 2 fish removals in the Rowen and Llanfairfechan areas. Using 
electrofishing techniques the fish were removed from areas where either 
in-river machine work or temporary drying of the channel was required. 
Over 100 Brown trout and Eels were caught and moved downstream. A 
further removal is planned on the Ystrad near Denbigh prior to in-river 
works. 
 
 
Afon Wen Gravel Traps   
The Afon Wen is one of the few tributaries on the Mawddach that has a 
salmon and sea trout migration of any distance. This sub-catchment was 
greatly affected by the 2001 flood which scowered river banks, moved 
large boulders/woody debris and removed gravel from established 
spawning areas. The Meirionnydd fisheries team have been working in 
partnership with the Mawddach Trust to improve in river fish habitat. Log 
weirs have been pinned into the channels to create pools, cover and 
spawning habitat for fish.  

 
The placement of physical structures in the river channel to create habitat for fish has a long history. It was 
one of the first methods used to mitigate habitat degradation and to increase fish production in streams and 
rivers.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hafhesf habitat scheme 

Fish rescue 

Installation of log weir Benefits of log weir – gravel collecting 
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This year saw the completion of our second project which involved the placement of nine log weirs using 
trees supplied by the forestry team. Construction was carried out by NRW contractors without the use of 
plant machinery to minimise impact. These structures are fairly cheap to install with the benefit of trapping                                                                                                                                     
gravels, and creating riffles to encourage adult fish to spawn.       
 
Environmental Crime 
Reducing illegal fisheries and waste activities in North and Mid Wales 

 Illegal Fishing  

 Rod licence checks 

During July 2016, following a report from a member of the public, two males were apprehended on the Afon 
Dyfi in possession of nets, rod and line, and a Sea Trout. The items were seized as evidence and the two males 
were arrested and interviewed under caution. This was carried out with the support of Dyfed Powys Police. 
Enforcement action is pending as the males are currently on Police Bail. 

Since April 2015 Environmental Crime Officers have checked a total of 746 anglers for their rod licence 
throughout north and mid wales. Out of these we have reported 17 people for fishing without a rod licence, 
this equates to an evasion rate of 2% 
 
Afon Seiont Mitigation Work 
Natural Resources Wales is carrying out restoration works on the Penllyn area of the Seiont as part of a 5 
year plan of mitigation works.  
 
This area is an important spawning and nursery area for 
Salmon and Sea Trout.  Over the last few years the 
habitat had degraded due to reed encroachment on to 
the spawning gravels. The reeds, as well as in river 
vegetation had compacted the structure of the river bed 
gravels. This had a direct effect on the availability of 
clean, free flowing materials for fish to deposit their 
eggs, in order to be able to reproduce successfully. 
 
Also present on both river banks were large amounts of 
heavy tree coverage. These were almost exclusively 
Willow which had become top heavy, and having fallen 
in to the water were taking root and narrowing the river 
channel causing further build-up of sediments. 

 
With the kind permission of the Seiont, Gwyrfai & Llyfni 
angling association and two local landowner the works 
will take approximately 2 weeks to complete. 
Approximately 200 metres of river will be improved and 
will increase the spawning and nursery habitat for 
Salmon and Trout in   this area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Penllyn pre-works 

Penllyn during/post - works 


